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HEALTHWAY — BOARD 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Health) [12.02 pm]: I rise briefly to update the house on 
a significant milestone for health promotion in Western Australia, with the Western Australian Health Promotion 
Foundation Act commencing operation on 1 September 2016. Members will be aware that the purpose of this 
legislation is to promote and facilitate good health and activities that encourage healthy lifestyles in 
Western Australia. The act ushers health promotion in WA into a new, modern era, enabling Healthway to 
operate under its own legislation and removing its governance from the Tobacco Products Control Act. 

The new act provides for important contemporary governance arrangements for Healthway. This includes 
appointing a board on the basis of the best mix of skills and experience that is required for successful health 
promotion across our state. I am very pleased to announce the appointments to the new Healthway board, 
which will be chaired by Professor Bryant Stokes as the presiding member. Professor Stokes is renowned for 
the dedication and knowledge he has brought to his various leadership roles across the WA health sector. 
Ms Fiona Kalaf has been appointed as the deputy presiding member and will be joined by board members 
Mr Nathan Giles, Mr Steve Harris, Adjunct Professor Terry Slevin, Dr Roslyn Carbon and Ms Ricky Burges. 
These board members bring a wealth of experience in health, arts, sport, finance, governance, law, 
management and marketing, and I congratulate them on their appointment. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to sincerely thank the interim board members—Professor Bryant Stokes and the directors general 
of the departments of Health; Sport and Recreation; Culture and the Arts; Child Protection and Family 
Support; and the WA Local Government Association—for their valuable stewardship and contribution 
throughout Healthway’s transition. 

The new legislation and board reflect Healthway’s importance and evolution. Australia has seen a rise in 
chronic disease associated with unhealthy lifestyles. This affects individuals, families and communities, and 
has a significant impact on our health system. Healthway plays a vital role in our state by investing in 
sponsorships, research and health promotion programs that can influence community behaviours to enhance 
physical activity, improve diet, reduce smoking and risky drinking, and maintain a healthy body weight. The 
Western Australian Health Promotion Foundation Act and the board signify a new era for health promotion in 
Western Australia and demonstrate the Liberal–National government’s commitment to improving the health 
and wellbeing of our community. 
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